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Kenneth Tidball
Summer 1990

I'm Kenneth Tidball, student at Fort Hays State University,
summer 1990, and I'm going to interview Carolyn Scanlon
in here rural Trego County home about 14 miles northwest
of WaKeeney. Carolyn was a one room country schol teacher
from 1931 to 1940. In 1940 she married Edward Scanlon
and the two of them have made their home on the farm
where they now reside since that time. Edward and
Carolyn have been friends of mine having grown up on
a farm just two miles from theirs. When it occured
to me that I had an opportunity to interview Carolyn,
I grabbed it because I was so proud of the contribution
that they had made to Fort Hays .
I hope you enjoy
hearing Carolyn reflect on the experiences of being
a one room school teacher in what must have been one
of the toughest times to teach.
K. Tell us a little background about yourself, about
your family, where you were born.

c.

Well, I was born on a farm home 4 miles north of
Collyer and went to school in district #17 and my teachers
were the Beason girls, well, not the geason girls,
Annis Maxwell, who became Mrs. Cass, which Cass was
that that taught over here in 55? I saw her• on Decoration
Day after we were married, she and her husband came
up, Whitney was her name, not Maxwell, it was Whitney.
When I first started school I went to Annis Maxwel~
and she was a girl from Quinter living straight west
from us and she rode a horse down to teach schoo~ and
if she couldn't when it was stormY, and she couldn't,
her brother Earl came down and sometimes Walter would
teach,lnd Walter Maxwell went to live in Hays in later
years.
I've seen his name and somebody told me it
was the same Maxwell, but then Mildred Cass would teach
then, of course, she became Mrs . Steve Beason, she
taught and he taught, he carried mail, they lived one
mile west of us and three miles south and he carried
mail and,of cours~1 she had babies and she'd bring the
babies to school.Ye made one cloak room a nursery out
of that.
K. They were her children?

c.

Yes!
they?

She had, the two oldest were girls, were't

K.
I don't know. C. And they made a nursery out
of a cloakroom and the boys and girls had the other
cloakroom together then when her husband was done carrying
mail he'd come over and teach us the rest of the day .
Well,the first few years there were 3 8 or 40 children
in that little school room.It wasn't very big, well,
the boys, Charlie Cass was one of them,r think,he was
18 or 19, I don't know.
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K.

Now, he was Mi l red's brother wasn't he?

c.

Yes. And Harold Yonda, he was 18 or 19 and Mike
Pfleiger. They a l ~ came to school but they didn't
come for the full~ut why they came or what they did
there, I was toO small to know.

I

E. They went to school when they didn't have anything
else to do.

c.

This might be it. And we just had whole house
full of kids, and I lived t h ere all my life until I
married Ep, I lived over home and after I went to high
school I took examination to become a teacher.
K. Now, did you go to high school at Collyer?

c.

Yes, To get my second grade certificate I had to
take fifteen subjects and English history was one subject
I had to take and we never did have that subject in
high school . The county superintendent gave me a book
and said just go over it lilghtly and we'd try to be
careful on how we grade you.
K. Now,this was after you graduat~from high school?
And you went to waieeney to take the test?
C . Yes, just to WaKeeney at the high school . Well,
before we took our test we had about a two or three
week normal school where they taught us some algebra,
you know,and they didn't teach us any English history,
maybe they weren't s mart enought, I don't know, or
else they just didn't think it was necessary.
K.

Who was teaching you?

c.

The high school teachers.
teacher .

K.

Mr. Poage was our algebra

Then he was the mail carrier later?

c.

Yes. It was a little bit hard the first time we
took the test I guess they were lenient enough, Ruth
Spitsnaugle was one of the teachers that held the examination
and Effie Hubbler and she was an older lady, she was
older to rne;but after I started teaching,she used to
help give the seventh and eighth grade examinations.
She and I held those examinations together and I didn't
think she was so old then.
K.

She got much younger didn't she?

c.

Isn ' t that the truth.
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K. That seems to be the way it works. So then these
seventh and eighth graders would be examined in all
the county, right?
C. The different school and they usually took two
or three schools out and when I held examinations over
in Collyer;that's where they came to take their tests;
and that was always on a Friday or Saturday after school
was out.
K.

And if they didn't pass the test, what happened?

c.

They had to go back to the seventh or eighth grade.
But now, the Folkers boy, Clayton Folkers, it was many
years after we were married,! saw him one night at
a dance and he came up to me and said "Hi, teacher."
And he said,"If it hadn't been for you, I'd never made
the 8th grade." But you know, we tried1 to Effie Hubbler
and r,and that was way down south.I don't know where
the school wasjit was down by Trego Center;and those
kids just looked at their arithmetic test and handed
it in. He didn't even do his addition right, so Effie
and I talked it over and we decided to call him in.
ffe was outside1 and we decided to call him in and insist
that he do them over. I don't know whether we did
right or wrong,I don't know, I think that a lot of
them when I was in the eighth grade wouldn't have at
that time;but we felt that we should make the~ do it.
There were two of them that we had them come 1n and
do their arithmetic test over1 and he got a very good
grade because he looked at it and he did his work,
he knew his work~but he didn't like math, I don't know
why. So he said to me "I'll never forget that you
helped me." But now would you say that was right or
wrong?

right.

K.

I think that was

c.

Well, what would they do today?

E.

They don't give it to them.

K. That's true. But I think that teachers now take
a more personal interest.

c.

They do in the last few years don't they?
was a time when they just didn't.

There

K.
I think that's right. But I think now that would
be a very good thing to do.

c.

But we went over, after that person went out so
quickly, we never would dismiss a child we'd go over
j8@i~e~aaJi~~tiay popeoiandtieotaeihdtdngh 9obaagdod
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their examination paper and if they didn't do a good
job, we'd just say, "You didn't do a thorough job and
we want you to look over your examination."
K.

And some of them did and some of them didn't?

E. Well, the teachers couldn't flunk an-' kid now days
could they?

c.

No they cana\.flunk them.

K.

I don't know, it's debatable.

c.

Well, this is true, isn't it?

K.

I, I don't know.

c.

Well, I"ve been told that many times.

K.
I know they say that, but I don't know if that's
true or not.
E.

You never hear of one flunking anyway.

c.

I've been told this and when I taught CCD in Collyer,
I had some stupid kids, that is,ones that just couldn ' t •
get it and the preist up there told me:r went to Quinter,
the children were from Quinter, and he sai~\he teachers
tell me they just don't flunk these children. They
know they can't get it and they just .. ~
K. That's true that does happen a lot. I think though
with a parent's consent they can retain a child. It's
when the parents object that they have problems.

c.

And you know not having any children of our own,
I know very little about schools.

K. Well, I think most people don't. Whether they
have any children in school or not most people know
1
very little about schools.

c.

Oh, you think people don 't take a part in schools
any more?

K. Not very much. That's one of the things I wanted
to talk about. What kind of parent support did you
have?

c.

Well, I had good pupils but in that day the children
came to school and the parents said you mind the teacher
and you get your lessons. I never had any trouble
with the children. I just don't know. The kids were
all good. When I taught 17,r had relatives and allj
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but they were just really good kids.
They were all
farm families and they never did get out and we never
had very much to do in school. I'd go to the library
and get books to read for opening exercises and so
onjand they just loved that;but they never read a book.
K.

You read to them?

c. Opening exercises. One morning we'd sing 10 minutes.
We'd open our school roomtschool at 9 o'clock with
the flag salute and we'd sing AmericaJ every morning.
Then of course on the day we had singing, we'd have
about ten minutes and we'd let the children pick the
songs they wanted to sing.lhen,of course,when we read
I always had books from the library because our library
was very limited, you know.
K.

How many books were in the library?

c. Shall I tell him? We had $5 to spend on library
books. Of course, today a book would cost you almost
that much. On one morning a week we'd have current
events.
K.

And the students would bring current events?

c. They didn't have daily papers, but we had a school
paper which I subscribed to called the ~rrent ~vent
Ps.Pex, and I would bring papers from home that they
could cut out things or they could go through this
paper and find something to talk about;but current
events were awfully hard for the children to get because
they never read anything at home;they•didn't know what
it was like to read a paper.I think that was one reason.
At the time I didn't think that,but as I see people
today and the reading quality they have I think that.
K.
Did most of the homes have radios that they listened
to the news, or not?

c.

We had a radio at home, but I don't know about
the others.
They never talked about worldly things.

E. When did the radio come out?

c.

When I was in high school we had one.

E. Yeah, but that was ..

c.

Well, I graduated in 31, we probably had a radio
by 29.

K.

Were they battery operated?

c.

Well, my dad had an electric plant.
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E. A 32 volt. and that's one reason we got rid of
the batteries and then we had a wind charger.
K. But people who had the radio on batteries were
very sparing about listening weren't they?

c. Too, often times the battery would go down in the
middle of something.Then you didn't have one. I know,
well, we didn't have electricity when we were married)
and Ep's mother liked Judy and Jane on radio so well
and so she really took it hard.She'd say "Ep's got
to get this battery." And we'd see to it that Ep got
the battery in.
E. We made a chargerto charge our own batteries out
of a Buick generator.

c. I cantremember that the children every talked about
world things too much not the first years. Later in
years they began to, of course, I think when I taught
in Laraine down there in 59, that was in the years
36 on to 40, I think the kids had boys and girls in
high school, the younger ones.
K.

And they were more aware?

c.

I think they brought things home and talked about
them and they were more open about worldly things.
But when I think of the way we taught school at that
day and what they do today.

K.
I think it's really interesting to see the history
of it. How it was done and how we're doing now.

c. I think it's a good thing, it's really good because,
you know, in that day we lived that waY,but children
today don't realize that, so see, and it's making history,
that's what it is.
E.

What kids get from TV.

They learn an awfully like.

K. Right, yes, and most students can't imagine the
world without TV.

c.

This is right and you know children today just
don't know what it would be like to go to a one room
school.
K. Some schools of education, the University of Wyoming
for example, they've discovered they can put six grades
together, this is a new, putting six grades in one
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room.

c.

What grades would they be?

K. First thru sixth grade. You see, they"ve discovered
it is possible to teach kids that way.

c.

How would the little ones learn as much as the
older?
K. Well, that's just the way we always did it when
we had the one room country school.

c.

Sure.

K.

But they think they've discovered something new.

c. Oh, well, I've heard them say, my cousins children
went to school out in California, she told me that
they were going back to one room schools. And they
like it really better because they thought the children
got more individual attention.
K.

How many students would you have in one school?

c. The first year I taught, I had 25 and had all the
grades.
I had only two in the first grade and only
one in the third grade and three, I bel:i&ve, in the
second grade, and in the fourth and fifth grade, of
course,in that day we didn't have social studies the
first few years but the 3rd and 4th grade would have
geography one year then the next year they'd change
over to something else, and, of course, the 5th and
6th grade would always change subjects.
K. What did the first grade, the second grade, and
third grade spend their time doing?

c.

It was up to the teacher to have busy work for
them.

K. Would they primarily learn to read, learn their
numbers?
C.
In the first grade, I always taught them to read.
In normal school, see after we got our certificates,
we went to a normal school;and there these teachers
would come from different parts of the country, maybe
from Hays, and maybe from other schools, and they'd
teach us how to help the first graders become readers
and so on. And we had to make a lot-like they don't do
today.We'd buy big sheets of paper about 3 foot long, I'd
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say_,. it was a type of newspaper, that's about what it
was, and we would draw a picture, like a picture of
a dog, and then I see a dog . Shall we name him? We ' ll
call him so• and- so and so on;and they'd learn to read
those words . Now, I don't know whether all teachers
did this;but I always made them learn to spell every
word they learned to read.
K.

Did they have a reader also?

c.

Yes, but after they were in school two months or
so1 we'd start what we called the primer. When I was
in institute, here in WaKeeney normal, we'd call it
normal institute, we had a teacher by the name of Mrs.
Springer,who was a first grade teacher in WaKeeneY,
and she taught phonics.
I thought it was a great way
of teaching,so I got the books from her through the
superintendent, .She said we could use these books;and
every word that came up in this little prime~ they
had to learn to sound as well as spell~ so, by the
time Christmas came around,they could read pretty well.
Math was a little harder for some children , I don't
know why. In those days you had to make all your own
worksheets , addition and subtraction, write everything
out;and every day you'd have them work those; and sometimes
they'd just make more mistakes, they just couldn't
get it, we ' d do blackboard work, you know, we'd put
them up on the blackboardjand then we'd hand out these
sheetsjand that's what they'd do while I had other
classes, you see.
K.

They'd be working by themselves?

c.

Yes. Thei~ worksheets, and they'd have the ir little
spelling lessons and I never would answer any questions
while I had a class. Class usually was about 10 minutes
long.
K. All the kids would be in the room, but what did
you do? Have a couple of seats at your desk?
E.

A long desk .

K. And they would come up in front and recite their
lessons and all the rest were just one their own?

c.

They had their work to do, you see, because if
they didn't get it done1 they'd have to stay in at recess
or after school.
K.

c.

That was the motivation!

That was one way of making them do it. However,
I do think the children learned a lot by listening
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to the other classes.

I really think they did.

K. They would hear what was going on and would be
prepared then when it was their turn.

c.

Yes, they really did. And as far as the little
ones were concerned, some were very alert and others
weren•t: but you have that today too, don't you?
K. Yes.
I don't think kids have changed at all, just
our way of dealing with

c. Well, I think maybe parents work with their children
more today.
I think they try to get them to learn
a little more.
K. Were there a lot of parents who didn't know how
to read and write?

c.

Oh, yes, we had that.

K. Was this the first generation that had really gone
to school?

c.

Well, no it wasn't the first generation but some
parents just never did learn to read and write. My
dad did pretty well~ you see, my dad got his naturalization
papers, it was before I went to school. I guess he
just wanted to learn. We taught him the ABC's, took
a primer and taught him the different words, you know.
K. So, the reason a lot of these people didn't read
or write is because they had not been born here?

c.

Sure, this is one reason and then some of the parents
just didn't care. I had some parents, they should
have gone to school;but I don't think they ever did .
I think they didn't care about progress, you know,
that's what it is I guess.
K. Now, the county superintendent was sort of in charge
of all the schools in the county, right?

c.

Right. And she came to visit. She came to visit;
she never told you when~ but she'd walk in some time,
some would come twice a year; but I always had them
come just once a year.
I had a lot of girls tell me
they visited their school oftener. Why the difference,
I don't know.
K. Maybe the more successful teachers, they just came
once.
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C. Well, I don't know whether I was all that successful
or not1 but I never had any problems with the superintendent.
She came in~ she'd listen to classes. She usually
came in the afternoon, last period perhaps; then she'd
visit with me after school. She always thought the
school looked neat, had things on the wall for the
children, you know.
K. Did the school board take a real active interest
in the school? Did they come and visit?

c.

No.

E.

And sign the check.

They never did.

They hired the teacher and ...

c.

Yeah, they would. Some of them were awfully poor
to get the check to you.

K.

Oh, you didn't get it on a regular date?

c. Oh, no. They just didn't seem to have time to
get it there, you know. I think they meant well, but
that was just their way; they didn't think it was necessary,
and I think the school board didn't want to interfere.
K. Did they have regular meetings: did they meet once
a month?

c.

They never met at all. Unless maybe they had problems,
I don't know. Surely, I imagine, they met and I didn't
know about it. There was only one occasion when I
was teaching down in 59, I was spending my time boarding
with a school board and I had a school board's child
in the classroom, he was a little second or third grader,
I don't remember which • ..._ I came home one evening
and the man said at suppertime, he said, "Don't you
know you're not to discipline a school boards child?"
And he said you'd probably get fired.
I said what
did I do that was so wrong? I guess, if you want to
fire me, you'll just have to fire me.
I just took
it kind of lightly , and so he told me the man had told
him, they had visited that morning, and he said I wouldn't
let little Johnny, his name was Johnny, too, take his
books home. He was a bright student, all right, but
I didn't let him take his books home because his daddy
was doing all his math for him.
If I'd send him up
to the blackboard, he didn't know his math. So, I
told the man just what I'm telling you and he said
well, he's coming to see you. So I was prepared for
him;
I was glad he told me this. So the next evening
about four o'clock, I heard this tap at the door.
I though, I wonder what this is going to be about,
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but, you know, you just have to face those things.
He came in. He was a very nice person. He came in
smiling; he never came into the school house, he just
came inside the door. He asked me, "Why don't you
let Johnny bring his books home? I like to have him
bring his books home . " I thought I'd have to tell
him the truth; so I told him, well, I think it's just
fine if he takes his books home but, I said, you know,
you're helping him a lot with math and when I send
him to the blackboarcI,he just doesn't know his math.
He said, "He doesn't?" He was taken back, but I know
very well that the father sometimes would put answers
down on addition and subtraction problems. I could
just tell the difference in the writing.
I didn't
tell him that, of course. I said I just felt that
if he was going to get his math, he'd better get it
in school.
Maybe that was the wrong thing to say.
"No, I'm glad you told me this," he says,
"but
if you'll let him take his books home, I'll see that
he gets his lessons."
So, I said well,yes, he could take his books home.
io Johnny took his books home and I never had any problem
after that.
K. Was it normal for kids to have homework?
have to take stuff home to do?

Did they

c.

Yes, I sent work home with them, especially the
ones that had trouble, problems in school. Maybe they'd
wasted their time. You know, when you have all the
grades and all, you don't know whether they've wasted
their time or not, not always. iometimes you'd see
them;and then you'd discipline them;but most of the
time, if they had problems~.r wasn't afraid to send
work home.
K. You weren't encouraged by the school board or the
superintendent?

c.

No, the superintendent, never, well they didn't
make bylaws like they do now. They expected that if
you were a teacher you'd know what you needed to do.
And we did.
Not in the first years, but after four or five
years of teaching. Of course, we always had to read
books, three or four books and report on a couple.
K.

.____,

Sort of a continuing education for the teacher?

c. I imagine, or it was just something they felt this
was something that would benefit us .
K.

And the superintendent was the one who assigned
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these books?

c.

We had a list of books. We could pick out some
and sometimes it was just a definite kind of book that
we were to read. Then we'd have to make reports on
this, written report, and hand it in to the superintendent.
You wouldn't have to buy your own books, I usually
bought my own books because so many of the girls were
poky about getting them read and so on, so I talked
to the superintendent about it and said I believed
I 'd just buy my own that way if they didn't get their
books back in, you know, there wouldn't be any problem.
K. When you went to get all the supplies for the school,
did you have a budget to spend?

c.

The parents bought the books.

K. The construction paper, the chalk, that sort of
thing, where'd it come from?

c. They bought the chalk, but as far as anything you
worked with at school I bought that myself.
I always
had a number of pencils and tablets because some of
the parents, I don't know whether they were negligent
or whether they didn ' t care, but some children would
never have a pencil at school so I supplied the pencils
but they never cared.
E.

They didn't have ball-points then either.

c.

There are lots of free pencils today;but at that
day children didn't; and people were hard up.
I think
that was the difference. I think that the parents
really wanted to;but, you know, if you had four or
five children going to school.

K. What was the ~ormal teacher's salary a month?
Do you remember what you made?

c.

Yes! I know.
I've got it all down here. The first
year I got seventy dollars, but I had to carry the
water. Seventeen didn't have water at the school.
K.

You carried water from home?

c .. Yes.
K.

And you got seventy dollars?

c.

Yes, seventy dollars a month.
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K.

Was that more than normal?

c.

Well, I think, I got five
is what they sort of allowed:
didn't say a thing. That was
dollars for the water but the
nothing for the water.
K.

dollars for the water
but the next year they
in my contract the five
next year I got $65 and

And you still brought the water?

c. Yes, then I taught for $65 for two years, then
for 55 back in district 17, my h~ome district where
I'd gone to school. In #59 I got 67 and 70jand then,
the last year that I taught I signed a contract in
district 37 and the kids all moved out of there. I
had school for two weeks, a very short time, but they
paid me for three months. I was just a very fortunate
persona one of the nuns up at the Catholic school got
sick and I got to teach there until December;and then
they had trouble over in the Collyer public schoolj
and I don't know if they fired their eighth grade teacher
or he quit1 but they were having problems and I was
hiredathere;and I got $90 there. That wasn't too much.
\....._/'

K.

That was quite an increase, wasn't it?

c.

Well, over the rural schools, yes.

K. Now, that was typical, wasn't it, that city schools
got paid more than country school teachers?

c.

Oh, yes. And I know that some of the girls got
only $50. The school board was levied so much money,
wasn't it? That's the way it was.
E. You were allowed to only levy so much).
I was
on the school board. Talk about meetings, hell, we
never had meetings.

c.

Yes, at the end of the school year ...

E.

Write the checks.

That's all you did.

c.

And I don't know, the school board was real generous,
if they could be. But I never did ask the school board
for anything.
I never.
E. Well, yeah but if the teacher needed some kindling
or something 1maybe you'd chop it up and take it over
there.

c.

Yes, if you needed kindling.

You know 1 you were
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your own janitor. Over at 17, they were very, very .•. my
dad used to take wood up to the school, or else I'd
even have to go out and find some.
K.

You had to clean the building yourself?

c. Sure, you were janitor; carry in the coal; now
when I taught at 24 and 59 1 they had the coal house
inside, so I didn't have to go out.
E.

Oh, it was~ I didn't know that.

K. But the bathrooms, they were always away weren't
they?

c.

Yes, they were outhouses, yes, that's the way it
was.
I don't think they were any rural schools that
had ..• well, I guess, this school down here finally
got in restrooms, didn't they?
K.

That was after the school had closed.

E.

That was after we started having parties.

c.

No, I think they got the stools to put in. Then
in the meantime, they closed the school. They were
never used. They're down there yet.

K. At the schools you taught, did they have meetings,
organization meetings?

c.

We didn't have any organizations. Oh, you mean
outside organizations? Yes, they sometimes had meetings
there. Very, very seldom, but I don't think ever over
in 17. Down in 59, they had, I think something like
REA meetings, When the group wanted to get togethe·r
to discuss something, they would have a meetings there.
They would have to bring their own lightings .
There was no lighting. When it was a cloudy day,
you couldn't see hardly, you know. There was no lighting
in any of the schoo~ I ever taught at.
I think at
one time when they used to have socials over at 17,
they had little lamps along the sides of the walls.
They had literaries there, but that was before my time.
K.

You taught in four different country schools?

c.

Yeah.
I taught two years in 17, then I went to
24, then I went back to 17. You see, they would only
hire a teacher two years.
K.

That was typical, wasn't it?
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c.

I don't know why it became that way. It wasn't
that way a long time ago, I don't believe; but I don't
know why they made it that way.

K.
I remember it was uncommon for a teacher to stay
long in one school. One or two years. That was about
it.
One of the things you were talking about awhile
ago was boarding with families. When you boarded with
a family, did you have to pay?

c.

Yes.

Fifteen dollars a month.

K. And the rest you were free to spend on whatever
you wanted to, right?
C.

Yes.

K.

It doesn't sound like much now, but was it adequate?

c.

No. It wasn't really adequate, but I saved money
all the time but it ... well, you didn't have fifteen
pairs of shoes and twelve sweaters to wear and all
those things that the girls have today. You know you
can do with less.
K, Yes, and we were in the midst of the depression
during some of those years .. .

c.

During all those years .. .

K. So we weren't quite so consumer oriented as we
are today.

c. Today, I understand that people say if a teacher
wears the same garment too often, the children will
make some remarks. But at that day, they never noticed
what you wore.
K. Well, they were wearing the same clothes every
day.

c.

I guess that's right.
The only thing when I taught in 59 that was in
36, 37 up til, I think 39, the children there, I don't
know whyjbut the children got sick an awfully lot,
they'd come to school, they'd ... there was a lot of
absentees. I suggested that we have hot lunches, so
they ... I don•t know how we got the two plate stove,
it was a gas stove, I guess: and each day a family
would bring something;and we'd cook that, something
like pudding, have hot pudding for dinner, or something
like that, you know. I would always appoint an eighth
grade girl to start at a quarter til 12; and so we
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had hot lunches there. It's surprising but those kids
didn't get sick after that.
I don't know if they didn't
eat breakfast, whether their mothers didn't care, I
don't know what it was; but there were two families
that were out an awfully lot.
K. What kind of lunches did they bring when they brought
their own?

c.

Well, I didn't snoop, but I suppose it was just
sandwiches. They didn't have a whole lot to eat.
We had twenty minutes lunch hour . Twenty minutes
lunch and forty minutes supervised play and I supervised
play every day. Of course, if it was stormy out, we'd
play inside. Twenty minutes is what ..• but the kids
could get through in ten minutes easily; they used
to get gittery sitting there waiting for that twenty
minutes. I'd tell them to eat more slowly, maybe they
had something else to eat or they didn't like their
lunch, you know.
K. They sat at their desks and ate for twenty minutes,
then they were allowed to go play for forty minutes ,
and it was s upervised ?

c . I always supervised play. Even in the fifteen
minute recesses, I supervised play.
K.

Was scho ol out at four o'clock?

c.

Four o'clock.

K.

Then~how long would you stay?

C. I always cleaned up my school building, clean off
the blackboards and sweep the floors, and graded papers
if I had time. Otherwise r)take them all home with
me.
I'd work half the night usually, eleven or ten
thirty 1 usuallt because you had to do your own workbooks .
In that day, they didn't have workbooks, at leas&,
I didn't see them around.
In the later years, they
had them. I would buy just one and then I would make
copies of all these things. You know if you had four
or five kids, you just couldn't spend that much on
the salary we got.
K. So when you'd make a copy, y ou were actually
them by hand?

c.

copying

Oh, yes, I did everything by long hand; and all
the tests were written long hand. A lot of times,
I wro te, especially when you had multiple choice, truefals e questions, I wrote those all out by hand.
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K.
If you wanted to make it for six students, you
had to write it out six times?

c. Yes, or else use carbon copies. I was very careful
when I wrote it; and they could read it. I would only
make two copies at a time. But it took a long time
to do all that plus grading your papers. I always
graded all of my papers.
K.

You would have them back the next day to the students?

c. Oh, yes.
next lesson.

We'd go over them before we took up the

K. Some of these things were things just you decided
should be done?

c.

Yes. You see we had a course of study. Just like
the first grade, I always did think it was wrong.
I think in the first grade,all you had to do was teach
your children to count to a hundred and teach the simple
additon and subtraction. But, you know, those kids
can do more than that. So, I just pushed them on and
on.
K.
The superintendent gave you a course of study
for each child? For each grade?

c.

For each grade. That was what you needed to do,
but I pushed my children more because I think it is
a disgrace to just keep them there when they're ready
to go on.
tN;O~r•j~J
K. Were the childrenAto read when they were in the
seventh and eighth grade?

c.

Well, yes, we tried to encourage them to read,
but they ... r don't know, Kenneth, whether parents didn't
take their children to a library in that day ... they
probably didn't think about it .
E.

Hell, they didn't have no way to get to town.

c.
Well ••.
K. That is one thing that was definitely true.
didn't go to town very often.

c.

You

Yes, and we had to go to WaKeeney . You see, I
would go to WaKeeney, and you'd have to check ...
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E. You 1 d have to go in a wagon in that day.
would t ake all day long.

And it

c.

You 1 d check your books out for two weeks, see,
or pay a fine, or recheck them or something. Some
of the kids would take those books home, and, of course,
they weren't pushed to read them and they didn't have
time at school.
K.

Did you have a car?

c.

Yes, I did and when I didn't drive, my dad would
take me. When I went to 59, I didn't have a car.
My dad took me down on Sundays and he'd come on Fridays
and take me home. I was always glad to see him because
he'd sweep the school for me . He used to always say,
"Now, I saw so-and-so going home and they teach school;
but," he said, "when I come down here, you're never
ready to go." Well, I always had lots to do, but ..•
K.

And you were conscientious?

c. I guess I was. I wanted my children to learn .
My children always graduated from the seventh and eighth
grade. That was one thing I was always hoping and
praying that I 1 d never have a flunking child . You
know, that makes a difference.
K.

Yes, it does.

c.

And I worked really hard. But the kids, they wanted
to pass. I never saw the like. They were willing.
Now, I had some children over in 59, there was a family,
their dad was an alcoholic, and they didn 1 t have much
at home. Those kids, they just couldn't get English
grammar, grammar mostly, they just couldn't get grammar.
So, I
just asked them if they wouldn't like to stay
after schooi,and they were willing. They stayed every
night.
I said, now you talk to your parents and tell
them that, now1 your not staying because you have been
naughty, but you are staying to learn. And they really
did learn. They were willing, see. And these kids
all have pretty good jobs today, they all went on to
do pretty good.
K.

so, you know what has happened to all of your students?

C. Not all of my students. But a lot of them.
I
have tried to keep track.
We had one little boy over here. Well, I suppose,
you maybe even knew him because they must have been
neighbors of yours, Appelhans . Andrew? You know he
was an alcoholic. His wife died when his kids were
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all so very young and they came to my school over there
to 17. They walked that distance from where they lived.
Sometimes they'd drive, and this little boy was a cripple.
He walked on his ankle, more or less, and he'd come
to school holding onto a stick, holding onto a stick.
I thought we should do something for himJso we went
down, Dad and I, down to the probate judge. The probate
judge at that time took care of Capper•s crippled organization,
you know, and we got him into this ...
E.

Oh, that was that Andy Appelhans?

c.

Yes, it was Julius. What was it, about five years
ago when he came up to see us? He came to see us.
He's in Garden City. He's always had a filling station.
He says he's done real well. He told me how he keeps
his shoe built up and he showed me and all and he said
it was because we took an interest in him that he was
so successful, he said. So, you see, it helps. But
you know, those kids had to be on their own. It was
a sad thing.
E.

Well, then! dad was a drunk all the time.

c.

It was sad.

E.

I think they lived up there ..

c.

Well, Kenneth knows where they lived.
where the Miller place is?

You know

E. Kinderknecht. You know where Kinderknecht's is?
There was a house south of that down in that pasture.

c. Well, you know where that windmill is over there
by Miller~. Well, there was a house over in there
somewhere and that's where those people lived. But
it was a pity. Those kids would come to school ... They
were so dirty •.. Their clothes were torn. I'd have
to ... one day I mended one boy's shirt because it was
torn clear down the back ... ! had my needle and thread
and I just sewed it up. Made it look a little better.
It was pitiful, but in those days we had those things.
I don't think they have them at school today.
E.

Oh, no.

You don't have anything like that today.

c.

Well, they're

K.

Probably, or some kind of program.

on welfare now, wouldn't you say?

C. I think that most of the people that don't have
this means or one-parent families they get on welfare
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or, like you say, some program.
just took care of themselves.

In those days, people

E. Yeah, that guy"s in Garden City.
this guy that owned a station.

He worked for

c.

Then he bought it. And, you know, when he came
up to the door, he looks just like he always did.
A little red headed boy and he's still just as red
headed as he was then.
It just tickled me when I saw
him.
I was so glad to see him.
He was just a youngster,
second or third grade, when we took him.
E.
I never did know him, but I know when I seen him
walking1 he walked terrible .

c. Oh my, it was .. . I don't see how he walked all that
way to school.
And he was the happiest child. He'd
always say, "No.
I'm all right." I don't know whether
it hurt or not.
K.

He didn't feel sorry for himself.

c.

I guess not.

K.

You taught then in Collyer, in the public school?

C.

The seventh and eighth grade.

That's why he made it.

K. How was that different from teaching in the country
schools?

c.

It was so different because you only had the seventh
and eighth grade.
K.

How many students were in those classes?

C.
I think there were twelve or fourteen.
I knew
most of the kids and they were all good children.
I had the little Wisegarber boy.
He was a little ornery,
as the Wisegarbers were, you know. Teddy was his name .

K.

Oh, yes.

c.

You knew him?

K.

Yes.

c.

And, well, one day, they were all out to play,
I don't think they were to play with the first graders
down there, I don't know, but anyway, he was trying
to take a little boys pants off.
Somebody came in
and told me about it, I was talking to the principal
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about something, I guess. So he came in and he was
in tears. He didn't want to be in, to be talked to.
Maybe he'd been called in a lot of times, I don't know.
I told him, now, Teddy, that was the wrong thing to
do.
"Yeah, I know it." I said,
"Well, I'm not going
to send you to the principal's office this time if
you promise you won't do that again." I said, "I didn't
think you were this sort of boy who would be this kind
of child who would go out on the playground and do
such a naughty, naughty thing." And I just really
scolded at him that way, but not mean, you know, but
just talking to him, and, you know, just talking to
him. That was the best kid after that. So, I think
rather than sending them to the principal's office,
if a teacher can, it's better just to talk to them.
I had no experience with what they did in the grade
school, in Collyer schools, but, I guess, he had been
sent to the principal just pretty often.
K. That was kind of like a vacation to be teaching
there compared to the country schools?

c.

Yes, I liked it very much. In fact, that was the
spring I got married and I wondered if I wouldn't rather .•.. kept
teaching school.
K.

But you got married instead.

c.

I had already made a promise, I guess. We were
married the first of June after school was out in May.

K. When you were teaching, well, even in Collyer,
did the schools make a lot of demands on how you behaved ..

C.

No,

K. . . for example, if you would have chosen to smoke,
would they have let you?
C.
I don't think that teachers ever smoked, I don't
think a female teacher ever smoked, did they?
K.

I don't suppose.

c.

I just don't know, they, the principal never came
to me ever and said anything to me, that I run the
schoolroom wrong or anything at all.
I told him about
this little boy and he said that was all right.
K.

They didn't interfere with your dating or anything?

C. Oh, no. Of course, I never dated through the week.
We never ... as morals ... ! never ... a lot of the girls
would go out between dancing and so on• but I never
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but I never would do those things because I thought
I should set an example. I had that in mind all the
time, with dress and everything, I thought as a teacher,
you should show respect towards your children, toward
the parents and everyone.
K.

But it wasn't because anyone ever said to you ...

c.

Oh, no. But at that day, I think, more or less,
people were taught to do those things. But in normal,
when we went to normal, the teachers there never would
suggest any way that we should conduct ourselves.
They never did. They taught us how to teach the different
grades and how to make simple our teaching, you know,
by doing ... they, I thought, now I know one girl always
took her, she had a notebook and inside that notebook,
she had romance stories. She said, "Well, I'm not
learning anything." She said, "I know everything the'fle
telling me." So she read romance stories.
I thought
I learned a lot by going to school, I really did.
K. Then when you taught, do you think you copied your
teachers?

c.

Well, I think maybe some ... r couldn't •.. we had
two teachers when I was in the fifth and sixth grade,
one was Willie Teig, I don't know whether you knew
the Teigs ...
K.

Well, I remember the name.

C. He was the son of a man that lived northwest of
Collyer, they had Holstein, they had a dairy, and he
got his certificate, I suppose, like I did mine and
he taught. One year is all he got to teach over at
home because we never had school. We just played so
much of the time. The next year we had John Miller
and he didn't have school either. So much of the time
we just played until 2:30, then we played again at
recess, I suppose. Then they didn't hire him back.
Then we had Blanche Billings. She was the niece of
these Billings over here. She went to school. She
had a college education and how she got this school
over here ... r guess she had a girlfriend, Edith Mason,
because she and Edith would do things together, school
activities together.
I guess, she asked her to apply,
different plams, at Collyer, and she got our school .
She was a very good teacher. She liked us real well.
She boarded with the Walter Morel family living right
south of us; but she was up to our house, I suppose,
because there were four of us girls. We just had good
times together, I guess. She was a good teacher.
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K. How did you know what jobs were available, when
you went to another school or wanted to move?

c.

Through other teachers if we knew they were going
to quit, or you'd go to your county superintendnet,
and she'd tell you of an opening, you know, and whether
it was a good school, too.

K.

Then did you have to write them a letter?

C. You had to write a letter, yes, a recommendation
and recommend several of the school boards or people
that they, parents that you had children in school.
E. That's what the school board had to do--figure
out ...
K. How did the school board evaluate the teachers,
decide who were the good teachers?

c.

I don't know.
Kenneth.
K.

I was never on the school board,

They never came to your school?

C. No, they never came to your school. They didn't
know a thing about you, only your name, I think, and
I don't know, now, did your school board (to her husband),
you were on the school board, did you ever, if you
had a new teacher that wanted to teach your school,
did you go back to another school where she taught
and ...
E. Welp, I don't remember any more, whether that may
be.
I doubt it.

c.

I don't know, I think the reason I got our home
school is because Walter Morel was our neighbor, Jake
Gerstner was a neighbor, and Pete Weigel was a neighbor,
they were the first school board members.
E. You probably had a pretty good name for being a
teacher.

c.

Then I taught two years there and went over to
24 and came right back, so, I guess, they liked me
well enough.
K. That's what I'm wondering is how did they know
what kind of job you did?

c.

Well, I don't know unless it was just the children ...
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K.

Just hearing from the children?

c.

I think if the children passed.
I would always
say that would make it better if the seventh and eighth,
grade children passed, they figured that •.• and then
maybe they felt around, maybe some days they watched
to see if I had school all day, how do I know. You
see, you don't know. And they never did tell you.
There was no communication like there is today. You
know, I think today~to be a teacher, I guess, parents
must really be ...•
K. There are standard procedures for evaluating teachers
today and the teacher knows all about it. That is
something that would be interesting to know, how did
they decide which teachers were ... of course, the good
teachers probably were evident, but a marginal teacher,
how'd they decide whether to keep them or not!

c. Well, now, I don't, over home we never nor at 24
either or even down to Laraine outside of that one
case, I never had any problems; but, now, this school
house it was called the bloody run.
I know that.
And I never applied for this school, but Ep could tell
you; and they were; the parents fought with one another
when they went to school board meetings.
E.

Yes, there were kind of two factors there.

c.

I guess, well, Lavina, his sister-in-law told me,
they'd go to the school board meeting and I guess they'd
just fight ...
E.

Oh, they'd have a hell of a time ...

c. And argue and I think it was mostly parents, not
about the teacher was it?
E.

No, I think it was just two factors in school.

K.

Now , they had a meeting once a year or something?

c. A school board meeting. You see, the county superintendent
would set up, I guess, through the county somehow1 would
set up a school board meeting in every district. And
they had a piece of paper about so long and they had
a, a,
K.

c.

An agenda?

Written right on there and, why,I remember when
Pete Weigel posted one over there on a post.
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c.

E.

Oh, yeah that was the notice of meeting.
Yes, notice of the board meeting.

E.

They used to always put them on the telephone poles .

c.

We never had telephone poles over there~so they
put them on a fence post.
That's the way they told
you there was going to be a board meeting.

K,

And they'd do i t once a year?

c.

Yes.
In April.
We only had eight months of school
at that time; and it was the first part of April because
when school was out then)they'd have their meeting.

K.

And they would fight?

C.

Down here they did.

E. Most of the time nobody ever came to the meetings
when we had it over at 55.

c.

That's the way it was over at 17.

K.

There were three board members?

C.

Yes.

K. So they would be there and the country superintendent
would be there?

c.

No, no, there was never a superintendent there.

K.

Oh, she, the county superintendent did ..

c.

No.

K.

And the teacher didn't show up?

There was the director, treasurer, and secretary.

c. No. If they'd ever asked her to, I suppose, she
would have, but no, they just had their meeting.
I
don ' t know, they did it very lightly according to what
they do today, I can tell you.
K. Yes. They probably met during the day because
there weren't any lights.

c.

In the afternoon.

K.

And it didn ' t go past midnight .

E.

No.
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c.

Down here, Lavina tells me they just walked out.
It just got so rough, they just walked out, they left.
And, I suppose Mamie (Ep's brother) was on the school
board always, wasn't he?
E,
He was on the school board quite a bit, but I don't
know ...

c.

Well, that's what Lavina told me.

E. It was pretty bad. It seems like there were kind
of two factions. They'd kind of take sides or something.

K,

Oh.

E.

Yeah.

Now, you were in this other district.

c.

When I went to school, they were just glad to have
a teacher.
E.

Why sure, there wasn't much uh ..

C. Because, now the Beason girls, Jessie and Bessie
Beason, they were from WaKeeney, but they taught Frank
and Francis both (siblings of Carolyn) and then they
taught a little while the next year too; but I wasn't
going to school then, but, you know, nobody wanted
to keep them. Nobody wanted to board them. They had
problems in those days because of that.
E.

Getting out there.

c.

Yeah.

E.

Now, was that Steve Beason•s sisters?

And I ..

c.

They were Steve Beason ' s sisters.
Yes, it's just different, isn ' t it?
K. Yes. It's almost like it's not the same profession,
but there are a lot of things that are still the same .

C. Well , you still have reading, writing, and arithmetic,
don't you? And you should have more of that maybe;
but I think they're going back to that more, aren't
they?
K.

I don't know what they do in grade school.

C. Well, uh, I just learned a lot since John's chilren
(the nephew who farms their land) are here.
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K. After looking over that list, are there some things
that we haven't talked about that you particularly
wanted to talk about?

c.

Well, where you put down about the records, or
pictures and so, did you just think maybe we had some
of that on hand?
K.

No.

That was ...

c.

That was just aha, I see.

K.

You notice.

c.

School library. Yes, but it was very limited.
Then, how you decide on textbooks. You see, the county
superintendent did all of that. Usually the local
drug stores would get in the books and that's where
you'd get them. Quite often they didn't have enough
books to go around~and we might be three weeks into
school without having all our books .
K.
Every school in the county would be using the same
books, wouldn't they?

c.

Oh, yes.

K.

And you got to keep the books.

c.

Well, you bought them.

K.

Now you don't get to keep the books.

c. Because the school buys them. You said something
here about the atmosphere of the education program.
It was rather strict, I would say. And so was our
county superintendent. Now, she expected you to do
the things she wanted, that she thought was more important;
for instance, having a bulleting board up with a lot
of activities the children had done, she thought that
was a good idea. She also had us, not over here in
17, not in this part of the community, but when I was
teaching in 59 and 24, four or five schools would get
together, about once a month, after school, and discuss
our school activities.
K.

The teachers would do this?

c. Yes. She would say that she thought she might
be there.J but she never was .
K.

But you got together and exchanged ideas?
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c.

Yes. Then we had an all-school day at the end
of the year, where all the different schools came in
and we'd have races and ...
E.

Spelling contest?

c.

We never had a spelling contest, I don't know why.
It was mostly outdoor activities.
I usually had a Christmas program and maybe a
social like a box supper or pie supper afterwards.
The money was given to the teacher to buy things.
That's when we'd buy more library books for the school ...
E.

And a football.

c. Not football, but a bat and some gloves and a baseball.
That was always the agenda because the kids all played
baseball but never anything else.
K.

They didn't play football much then, did they?

c.

Collyer never had a football team. They didn't
even have basketball until they put the gym in, when
they built the last building.
I went to school in
the old white, tall building. You probably don't even
remember that.
K.

No, I don't remember that.

c. They had grade school below and seventh and eighth
grade upstairs and the high school upstairs, too.
We just had one great big long room, that was our study
hall, then we had another place where we had physics
and general science and history class in there. We had a
little room, wasn't as big as our kitchen, and that
was called the English room.
If a class got in, my
class, there were 16 of us started high school and
seven graduated.
K.

Finishing was•teally important, was it?

c. So many of the kids left, they moved. But there
were sixteen started school, and we'd get sixteen in
that English roomjand we also had another class, a
math class, there wasn't hardly standing room in it.
So, that's the way we went to high school, see?
K.

By the time you taught there ...

c.

Oh, it was in this new building. When they had
this new building, they had basketball in the, well,
it was the south side, the stage was in there too,
but they had basketball. Then they built the gym which,
I guess, was the wrong thing to do, wasn't it?
E.

Yeah, they closed the school down.
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E.
(talking about getting the paycheck) Like on the
end of the month, she had to come around.
K. Oh, she came to you instead of you taking it to
her?
E. Had you sign it, or else they'd send it home with
the kids, sometimes it would take a week for it to
get around to all the board members .
C.

Well, they just didn't do .•.

E. I know my dad was on the school board and I think
that was when Bertha Tilton taught and she would, of
course, she stayed at Ericksons, and they had a team
and buggy ...

c.

And she'd come over after her check?

E.

Yes .

C. I never had to do that; but, you know, Walter Morel
just lived south of us; Pete Weigel just lived southwest
of us; and Jake Gerstner just lived south and east
of us.
I suppose, they got together at the end of
the monthJand they just brought the check to me. The
same with 59. When I taught in 24, that was John O'Toole's
school and he usually took care .. You see, they wanted
to close that schooi;but he wanted his kids to go to
grade school there. See, they had Charles . You know,
he's the retarded boy. He's a twin of George's, you
know. He had a large head and they wanted so badly
to send him to school. They brought him over to school,
and ...
E.

Was that the only three kids you had?

C. No, I had five. Doug Burbeck and Bernice Lucas.
I had nine to start with. The Wisegerber's lived on
the farm and they came over for about six weeks or
two months; but they had kids going to high school,
too. I think he ran a filling station or something
so they decided to move to town, so I lost them. Then
I just had the five. This little boy, some days he
was alert, he could talk.
E.

c.

Probably in this day and age, he'd have done better.

Well, when I saw this boy of Larry Berg's, Ross,
I think he was a child just like that. They kept taking
him to Kansas City, and they drained the water out
of his head; and he became better. Mrs. O'Toole was

30

a nurse; but, I suppose, at that time they couldn't
do anything for him.
It was terrible. He'd vomit.
It was hard to keep him.
E.

He just died, what about fifteen years ago.

K. You taught there until it closed, or you taught
there the whole year?

c.

Yeah, I taught there two years. You see, the reason
they kept that school open was because of the O'Toole's.
They wanted that little boy to go, and then Doug Berbeck ,
I stayed with Ben Berbeck, they had a little boy, and
then Bernice Lucas, she graduated that year. Then
they had to close the school. Mr. O'Toole had lots
of money and people just kind of listen to him.
E.

He kept it, too, didn ' t he.

c.

Well, they were very nice. They put a telephone
into the school house just because of this boy. I
would have to call them sometimes when he got awfully
sick, and tell them that Charles wasn't very well.
I just did it out of the goodness of my heart.
I don't
know whether any other person would do it.
K.

When he was sick, they would come and get him?

c.

Yes, they'd come and get him. Oh, you just couldn't
take care of him . See, he'd take a fit like. Some
days he was just real good and he'd even learn a word
or two.
I'd put a word or two on the blackboard to
study and write, he could do it. The next day he was
just blank. When you just have a few kids like that,
you're willing to do it. Johnny and George were bright
children; they were real good.
K.
If you ' d have had a big school, you wouldn't have
been .. .

c.

I don't think the parents would have allowed it.
I don't think the other parents would have allowed
it. I think this was o n e reason they wanted that place
open. At that time, they thought it was a good deal
to send him to school. I s aw him when he was older;
he didn't improve at all . He was a big, big person.
I guess, his eating habits were terrible: They'd have
to take food away from him. He didn't have any reasoning
power.
K.

But he could walk and ...

C.

Oh, yes, he was all right .

He played outside;
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we'd play games with him.
K.

We tried awfully hard.

All of the kids played well together, didn't they?

c.

Oh, yes. You know, I never did have any problems.
The kids liked to play baseball. The upper grades,
I'd play with them. The smaller ones started;and they
usually wanted to play baseball, too. I just sort
of watched both teams.
E.

When I went, we all played together.

c.

Well, the littler ones couldn 't. I had bigger
boys in school when I taught in 17. My seventh and
eighth grade boys, I had Conard Yanda, Wendelin Gerstner.

K.
If you had 25 students, they didn't all have to
play. You could have two teams without everyone playing.

c.

Sure. The older ones didn't like to play with
the littler ones because they were big people. Now,
you know, in some schools, when I taught in 59 the
one year, I didn't have bigger students. They were
in the seventh and eighth grade, but they just weren't
kids that were mature. We could play together there.
But over here at 17, I had to divide them because they
weren't happy that way, you know.
E. We played, what did they call it, something, I
think, they called it German ball . You didn't have
a pitcher, the batter would throw the ball up and let
it come down and he'd hit it.

c.

I never heard of that.

E.
I think we all played that. Bob Oldham was standing
back, I forget who it was, and it hit him in the head
with the ball bat and he stumbled around, you know.
Anybody else but Oldham, it would have killed him.

c.

I always felt like I needed to supervise.

K. Do you think most of the other teachers did go
out to supervise?

c.

I know some didn't. Some voiced their opinion
that they didn't think it was necessary; but I don't
know.
K.
I can't remember very many of the teachers coming
out.

E,

I don't think they did.
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C.

Oh, really!

K.
I don't recall, if any of them ever were there,
I don't remember it.
C. Well, you know, we always played hard and we'd
come in ... on cloudy days, if it was rainy or something,
why, the kids might go out a little while, it was too
cold, why then, we might read a book or do some games
inside. They enjoyed it. I think, most of the children
when I taught school, they were willing, they were
willing to learn and they were willing to learn different
things~like activities, you know.
K. Did you have the sense that they liked coming to
school?
C.
I think so . I think they all liked it.
didn't, they soon learned to like it.

If they

K. You hear kids say today they hate school when they're
in the third grade.
I don't remember kids saying that
when I was in grade school.

c. Well, I think the kids all were ... was it because
you didn't go other places? You know, today there
are so many activities that children , I think children
are tired. Gosh, I don ' t know how they can do all
of that. There are too many activities, I think, at
the schools.
K.

The school certainly has taken on a whole new atmosphere.

c.

Yes. Well, they wish to. They're pushing a child
a lot if a child will push. Then the ones that don't,
they have a remedial teacher for them. And isn't that
nice? But maybe too many times, teachers think well,
he's not doing well, I'll let him go to a remedial
teacher and maybe that isn't good either.
K. It certainly helps teachers specialize in what
they like to do best .

c.

Yes.

That helps .

Some children need it.

K. Another thing that is true with the grade s c hool,
they have a lot of other programs, but they spend 35
or 40 minutes on a single subject, whereas, when you
were teaching, ten minutes is all you could really
spend on a single class.

c.

If you wanted to get all your lessons in unless
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you knew you had a difficult day with a class or something
and you'd give tests to the other children . Like it
I had maybe a sixth grade class or a seventh grade
class, the fifth and sixth grade would take a geography
test together. Then you could spend more time. But,
you see, you had to be on the ball and figure that
all out, or you wouldn't get everything done.
K.
I can't imagine how you could get everything done
in those days.

c.

Well, you know, Kenneth, in those days, we didn't
run around. We went to school, we came home, and I
worked at my school activities. You know, now there
are so many other things to do. Teachers are busy.
So many teachers are mothers and teach, and have their
children at home.
I don't see how they do it.
K. What I can't imagine is how you could cover social
studies in ten minutes. Now the social studies teacher
takes thirty-five minutes.

c.

This is true.

K.

I wish I could remember better how it was done.

c.

Well, you know, you had a lot of written work children
did. You had questions and answers that they had to
get and then when they came back to school, that ten
minute recitation period, perhaps the things they missed
the day before, we reviewed. They might have to take
that over or something, and then, they'd hand this
work in and, you'd just get along that way. You didn't
have any wasted time ...
E.
I can still remember that writing class, it was
always right before dinner time and I think that by
the time you got your stuff out, it was over with.
K.

You were learning penmanship?

c.

Yes. We always had penmanship. I thought it was
good.
I had a girl over in 59, she was very neat with
her writing, so I asked her if she wouldn't like to
continue it; so we got some extra penmanship materials.
She got a state certificate on it. She was real good.
Kids like that that were good at something, I always
tried to promote it. She did very well afterwards,
too. Seemed like all the kids did well . Of course,
the men all became farmers, I think.
K.

Did most of them go on to high school?
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C. A lot of them didn't. The girls did a lot, but
the boys didn't, not that I remember, they didn't.
But, you know, they all have done very well, they've
progressed in their field, so I guess ... This little
Appelhans boy, his older brother, oh, he was ornery,
he wasn't anything ... and he told me he'd got married,
he'd gone to Chicago and they had family of their own
and that they liked to adopt children. How many children
did they have? Fourteen, I think, through adoption.
They'd take them out and teach them. He said they
all did very well. So. There you have it. You don't
know, do you? I don't think any of those kids went
on to high school. This boy here, he's taking care
of a filling station. He must have to do book work,
too.
E. He owns it now. The guy retired and he bought
it. And this Johnny, he's back in Washington, D.C.
He went on to college.
E.

Oh, Johnny Kwaskniski?

c •. Yes.

He's doing real good. His mother ... what do
you call her when you see her? ... You know, that's the
funny part about it, the people I stayed with were
just sure that I'd made enemies. This woman, the husband
is gone now, but we've always visited with one another,
you know. When she caught me one day this winter,
oh, she just made over me and now whenever Ep sees
her, he says, "There's your buddy." I always liked
the people. The farmers, they never got out much,
you know, that makes a difference, too. Of course,
they moved to town in later years.
K.

Did any of your sisters or brothers teach?

c.

No.
I was the only one. Judy took a business
course. She went into a business field; but the rest
of our family didn't. She worked for a coal company,
When she got married, she and husband had their own
business for a while. When her kids were grown, she
worked for a school as a secretary.
K.

You were the only one who taught.

c.

I was the only one.

K.
I'm going to shut the camera off now.
enjoyed visiting with you.

I've really

c.

Well, then we'll have some ice-tea and cake.

E.

Now, did that take it down on a tape?
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K.

Yes.

c.

I wonder what it sounds like.

K.

Well, I think it will sound very natural .

Carolyn held her last teacher's certificate, dated
1940. She said that she thought I was going to take
a picture of her. When I told her that I had been
taking a continuous picture of the interview, she was
amazed.
K. This has been an edited version of a delightful
afternoon that I spent with Carolyn Scanlon and her
husband, Edward Scanlon (called Ep on the tape), who
was sitting to her right and making comments throughout
the interview. We adjourned and went to the kitchen,
the dining room, and several glasses of tea and some
delicious chocolate cake and another two hours of conversation.

